
Student Guideline and Assessment Rubrics 

SCPY 596 - 600 Seminar in Physics I - V 

DOs and DON'Ts 

There are certain things that we are looking for when grading your presentation, and there are 

certain things that we think you should not do while giving a talk.  These are things that we 

think are important in the talk.  You should use this list as a guideline to prepare for your talk. 

DOs: Things you should do. 

1. You should select a topic about which you are excited and which you understand 

very well. Most likely, it will be about your research.  At the same time, it should 

interest your peers.  Most importantly, it HAS to be about physics. 

2. Assume that your audiences do not know anything about your talk, and give a 

proper introduction to the topic before going into any details. 

3. Make eye contact with your audiences.  If you are afraid of looking into their 

eyes, focus on their noses.  Try to look around the room, move around, and make 

use of hand gestures and body language. 

4. Try to relax. Your audiences love you. 

5. Try to speak understandable and grammatically correct English. 

6. Use spell check!!! 

7. Use easy-to-read fonts, and choose background and font colors that make your 

slides easy to read. 

8. Rehearse your talk in front of friends several times. 

9. When being asked a question, make sure that you understand the question.  

Prepare to say, "I don't know."  However, saying just "I don't know" is not good 

enough.  So be thoughtful. 

DON'Ts: 

1. Don't choose a topic that you don't understand.  You might be able to present it by 

memorizing the content, but when it is time for questions, you most likely won't 

be able to answer them.  Try to avoid some complicated derivations and technical 

details that would bore your audiences. If some of them are interested in the 

technical details, they will ask you at the end. 

2. Don't speak monotonically.  It will make your audiences feel asleep. 

3. Don't write the whole sentence and try to avoid reading from your slide. 

4. Don't talk for longer than your allowed time. 

5. Don't pause for too long after being asked a question.  You can buy some time by 

repeating the question back to your audience, making sure that you understand it 

correctly. 

6. Don't say anything that is not relevant to questions that you are asked. 

There are many more things, but we think these DOs and DON'Ts will serve as guidelines for 

preparing for your talk.  You will probably come up with a better list of things for yourself 

after you have some experience. 
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